
Ekam USA, Indianapolis chapter
~~~

Lending a hand to improve 
Anganwadis in Madurai 

- an EkamIndy EYA fundraiser
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Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) is a
government program in India.

Anganwadi (“courtyard shelter”) Centers (AWCs) are the focal
point for distributing ICDS services in rural communities.
 
ICDS Services: Early Childhood Education, Day Care 
including mid-day meal, Supplementary Nutrition, 
Immunization, Health Checkup and Referral Services.

Beneficiaries: Children (0-6 yrs), Adolescent girls (< 18 yrs), 
Pregnant and Lactating women.

The Federal and State funds given to the Anganwadis are 
often inadequate to cover all the basic needs and 
quality early education. 

Follow this link for our first-hand impressions:
https://ekamusa.org/resources/Documents/EkamIndy%20-%20Anganwadi%20support-%202019-2022.pdf



Phase 1: 5 AWCs supported in Madurai East

Anganwadi Name # of Kids Enrolled
❖ Ananjiyur  ICDS  25 
❖ Chithambarampatti ICDS    25
❖ Ilamanur ICDS                    27 
❖ Mayandipatti ICDS              27
❖ Odaipatti ICDS                    25

Requested Items: 
❖ Weighing Machines 
❖ Educational and Play Materials 
❖ Plates/Tumblers 
❖ Floor Mats 
❖ Storage Cabinets



#1: Distribution of weighing machines



#1: Distribution of  early childhood education 
materials & basic needs



#1: Distribution of storage cabinets



#1: Acknowledgement Letters From AWCs
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IEC: Information Education Communication

Translation
 of a letter



Phase 2: 11 AWCs in Thirumangalam block
Anganwadi Name     # of Kids Enrolled
❖ Indra Colony  20
❖ Kangeyanatham                 20
❖ Muslim Pengal Palli            20
❖Mykudi                                 35
❖Pandian Line                       20
❖Rayapalam                         20
❖Thangalachery                    30
❖Therkutheru                         20
❖Uchapatti                             20
❖Uchapatti North                   30
❖Virusankulam                       20

Each center received the following:
• Educational and play materials to use at Anganwadi, and educational kits    
for kids to take home.
• Rack for storing play materials.

Acknowledgment letter



#2:Take-home kits: assembly & distribution

“Play is not frivolous; it is brain 
building”
     - American Academy of Pediatrics

“Yellowbag” volunteers 

assembling the kits in 

Madurai 

Each kit has an alphabet book, 
 coloring book, crayons, 
shape/ color matching objects



Distributed Educational Materials

Storage racks shipped from Chennai 

lined up at an ICDS center in Madurai

before distribution

Storage rack in use

#2:Educational materials & racks



Phase 3: 47 AWCs in Kottampatti block
  

Requested Items: 

Weighing Machines – letter from the Child Development 
Officer, Kottampatti- requesting replacement machines for the 
existing ones which are defective 

We also donated a set of Educational & Play Materials 
(cost of $21 each) to each AWC, to help the kids’ growth 
and development. Each set contains the following:

List of 47 centers of the total 133 
centers in this block that need new 
weighing machines 



#3:Distribution of items and their use 



Matching Dollars at work
● This project – $640 to cover additional cost
● Eyeglasses for Madurai kids ( $267)

https://ekamusa.org/resources/Documents/EkamIndy%20-%20Vision%20Camps%202023.pdf

● Prosthetic limbs Khammam ($2700)
https://ekamusa.org/resources/Documents/Prosthetics%20Initiative%20-EkamIndy%20Ekam%20USA%20%20Aug%202022-July%202023.pdf

● Electrical connection to facilitate use of the incinerator in Ekam Indy-funded 
girls’ toilet, LKB Nagar school, Madurai ($505)

Electrical Work, after toilet 
construction in 2023

Students with Ekam Indy-donated
Incinerator, 2022
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